8th Grade Reading Syllabus

Ms. Acton

Room 104
Course Description
Eighth grade reading students will engage in independent, self-selected readings as well as teacher-assigned readings; read for pleasure, meaning, and thematic analysis in literature; make associations and connections between literature and history concepts; learn to analyze different types of selections (short stories, novels, primary source documents, biographies, informational literature, and other non-fiction);  increase vocabulary skills;  and be able to evaluate information from a variety of sources and media.
In 8th grade reading students will:

*read and analyze novels, short stories, poems, and informational text;
*respond in writing to reading passages;

*complete projects as assigned to specific units;

*complete reading warm ups;

*analyze elements of literature
*practice test-taking skills

Required Supplies


1 ½ to 2 inch binder


Loose leaf paper


Composition notebook


1 package divider tabs

Daily Required Materials

Students must bring their reading binder, pen or pencil, textbook or novel, and free reading book. Bring these items to class every day. Failure to do so WILL result in a tardy.

Arrival Procedures

Upon arrival students will immediately begin working on their bell ringer found on the Promethean board and wait for further instruction. 

Homework Policy

All assignments are to be completed the next class day unless another date is given.  Students who fail to complete assignments will receive a 25% deduction from the total number of earned points on the first day late. Assignments will receive a 0 point value on the second day or after.

Absent students will have one school day to complete missed work for each missed day.
Grades and Evaluation
Mrs. Acton will follow the Rock Port R-II grading scale.  Student evaluation will be based on teacher observation, assignments, classroom participation, projects, and assessments. 
Classroom Behavior and Consequences
1. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings with all books and materials.

2. Place cell phones in the hanging organizer by the door.

3. Raise hand and wait for permission to speak.

4. Follow directions the first time given.

5. Show respect to teacher and peers by showing good listening, speaking and independent work behaviors.
6. Don’t throw away trash during class.

7. All chair legs must be on the floor (no leaning back).

8. Wait to be dismissed by the classroom teacher, not the bell. 

9. Complete all assignments for the next class day unless specified.

Tardiness

Students must have a pass from the previous hour’s teacher or from the office when arriving late to class. Students without a pass or required classroom materials will be given an unexcused tardy.

Restroom and Fountain Privileges

In general students should take bathroom and fountain breaks during the passing bell time. Pass coupons will be issued at the beginning of each quarter. 

Teacher-Parent Collaboration

Parents and teachers are an important team. Together we can ensure student success.  Please work with your child to help ensure that all homework is completed each day.  Please feel free to call or email me with any questions or concerns you might have over your child’s progress.  

Contact Information

Ms. Kerri Acton

Phone: 660-744-6292, ext. 104

Email: kacton@rockport.k12.mo.us
Please sign this syllabus, which will be kept in the student’s binder as an agreement to the above mentioned rules, expectations, and procedures. 

__________________________________________

Student

__________________________________________
________________________

Parent (s)






Date

Parent preferred email address and phone number: 

