Language Arts I Syllabus

Mrs. Acton

Room 104

Course Description
English I is the required, first-year (two-semester) course in the language arts program. In English I, we will explore the complementary themes of coming of age and the quest for identity. The thematic focus of this course provides us with a platform from which we can develop our skills as critical thinkers, readers, and writers. In our reading and discussion of various texts—including short stories, poetry, novels, and films—we will consider both the meaning and form of the works. Throughout the course we will write in a variety of genres including personal narrative, reflection, and literary analysis. 
Course Weight: 1.0

Required Materials

Please purchase the following for this class:


1 ½ to 2 inch binder


Loose leaf paper


Composition notebook


1 package divider tabs

Daily Required Materials

Students must bring their language arts binder with interactive notebook, pen or pencil, textbook or novel, and free reading book. Bring these items to class every day. Failure to do so WILL result in a tardy.

Arrival Procedures

Upon arrival students will immediately begin working on their bell ringer found on the Promethean board and wait for further instruction. 

Homework Policy

All assignments are to be completed the next class day unless another date is given.  Students who fail to complete assignments will receive a 25% deduction from the total number of earned points on the first day late. Assignments will receive a 0 point value on the second day or after.

Absent students will have one school day to complete missed work for each missed day.

Grades and Evaluation

Mrs. Acton will follow the Rock Port R-II grading scale.  Student evaluation will be based on teacher observation, assignments, classroom participation, projects, and assessments.  The student’s score on the End of Course Exam will be worth 10% of the second semester grade.  
Classroom Behavior and Consequences
1. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings with all books and materials.

2. Place cell phones in the hanging organizer by the door.

3. Raise hand and wait for permission to speak.

4. Follow directions the first time given.

5. Show respect to teacher and peers by showing good listening behaviors, maintaining appropriate voice levels, and completing tasks during independent work time.

6. Wait until the end of the period to throw away trash.
7. Keep chair legs on the floor (no leaning back).

8. Wait to be dismissed by the classroom teacher, not the bell. 

9. Complete all assignments for the next class day unless specified.

Tardiness

Students must have a pass from the previous hour’s teacher or from the office when arriving late to class. Students without a pass or required classroom materials will be given an unexcused tardy.
Restroom and Fountain Privileges

In general students should take bathroom and fountain breaks during the passing bell time. Students will be allowed three restroom or fountain passes per quarter, as I do understand that there is a need for these breaks. Pass coupons will be issued at the beginning of each quarter. 

Teacher-Parent Collaboration

Parents and teachers are an important team. Together we can ensure student success.  Please work with your child to help ensure that all homework is completed each day.  Please feel free to call or email me with any questions or concerns you might have over your child’s progress.  I am also available both before and after school and by appointment.  

Contact Information

Mrs. Kerri Acton

Phone: 660-744-6292, ext. 104

Email: kacton@rockport.k12.mo.us
Please sign this syllabus, which will be kept in the student’s binder as an agreement to the above mentioned rules, expectations, and procedures. 

__________________________________________

Student

__________________________________________
________________________

Parent (s)






Date

